A PRIMA DONNA WHO TALKS. 


Tho Famous People Miss Blanche Roose- 
velt Has Mect—Ifcr Oporatic Career, 


“Be carcfulhow you get me started on tho 
subject of myaclf,” sald Mlis3 Blanche Roosevelt 
toa Post reporter, yesterday. Ho had asked 
her to tell him gomething of her mu- 
sical carecr. Tho question was repeated. 

“Well, in the first place, Pauline Lucca heard 
ine sing in Chicago and insisted on my adopting 
the operatic career, giviug me a letter to 
Paulino Viardot, in Paris, sister to tho great 
Ma'lbran, and probably one of the best teachors 
inthe world. With madam’s letter I lost no 
time in starting for Europe, and unlike most 
students who went abroadto begin aA musical 
education, l was sent tothe caro of kind ana 
loving friends, who watched over, protected 
and helped me Inallthe t{netdental struggles of 
a student's life in Paris.: Treferto the Hon. HB. 
B, Washburne, then Minister to France, his 
wife, and the Hon. C. CG. Washburne, of Wiscon- 
sin. 

“After studying with Madame Viardot two 
seasons, J paid my second visit to London for 
recreation, While there. Mr. Gye, of tho Royal 
Italian Opera, Covent Garden, heard me sin 
and engaged me as a prhns donna for severa 
years. Laigned my contract two yours from the 
day enlled from America, and the following 
season Timade my debut st Covent Gardent as 

Violefta in “La Trayiata,’? belng the first native- 
born Aincrican to ever make an absolute frat 
appearance on the royal Itallan stage of 
that theatre. My success was so prea that 
I was jinmediately eneaged for all the prome- 
nade concerts followlog the season of opera. 
Tnext sang in Haly, in'La Bannambula,' andthe 
result was so brilliant that I sang sixteen per- 
formances in twenty-one days to crowdad 
houses, and received an honorary testtinontal 
whero J Ballg one act of ‘La Traviata.’ My inst 
appearance in opera wag inthe spring of 1879. 
aang ‘Faust’ by special request in French at the 
Grand Opera House In Versailles at the closing 
of the Renate. 

“But all this talk about my singing and noth- 
ing about the pleasant people TI inet in tho 
meantime. T warned you beforehand, however, 
what you might oxpect. think the moat cele- 
brated person | met was Victor Hugo, a grand 
old nan, who never ceases talking about Amer- 
lee, He sald that although he waeso old it 
would be n crowning joy of his life to visit her 
shores. 

“At Madame Viardot’s I met a galascy of sroat 
stars, She herself is one of the most’ britiiant 
wornen In Europe, besides being tho greatest 
inusician, and naturally is surrounded by tho 
noat celebrated people from every Iaud, 
must not forget the great Russian novellst, 
Tourgeneiif, who is 9 constant visitor, Ha 
looks quite tha Cossack with powerfully built 
shoulders, huge fraine, and massive featurea. 
His hair and tong beard are snow white, while 
his blue eyes haven very intelligent and kindly 
heam. Iwas also espectally attracted by M. 
Gounod, the great composer of ‘aust,’ who 
is one of the most sympathetic men lever met. 
He iy utterly unassuming. very Bay and not at 
all Hike what one would fmagine him from the 
sentimentallove-sick mus’c of ‘Faust! Ruben. 
stein, Verdi, Saint Sacns, Ambroiye Thomas, 
the ron of Malibran, and De Beriet, her hus 
band, hinself a brillant musical genius, both 
at piano and ylolin, were frequent visitors. 

“InViena, besides meeting the Emperor and 
Empress, who Is very. beautiful, I renewed my 
acquaintanes with the great Swedish sluger, 
Christine Nilsson. She was most amiable in all 
her remarks about America, and said the day 
was coining when all the world would give way 
to American musical talent. She was very kind 
during my stay in Vienua and gave me lessons 
Inu singlog nearly every day. Ww the studlo of 
Hons Mackart IP saw the original designs of his 
fanous picture, ‘Charles V. Enuterdn, utwerp," 
Vefore It was sent to the Faris Exposition. 
Mackart is asmall man with black eyes and a 
flowing black beard. He is only tive and thirty, 
and wonderfully young in years for one of so 
great areputation. 

oMy firs introduction inthe literary soctety 
of London was at the house of Tom Taylor, Our 

marty consisted of Mrs. Tom Taylor, my mother, 

Villian Black, Wilkie Collins, Robert Browning 
and Charies Reade, [don’t rememberanythin 
funny being saldat the table; they wero all 
‘English, you know,’ and devoted themselves 
tocating ; but afler. there were cnough witti- 
cisms flying around to relievejthe editor offunch 
frown any further duties fora year. Durlng my 
Jast visit Tinet Lady Wylde and her ‘too, tod, 
too’ Oscar. He was attired in a bottlo-green 
redingote with a pair of Hehe gray uninention- 
ables, tender, iesthetic gaiters in yellow cloth 
with patent-teather toes,a wide, open collar 
and an niniable necktie. .t fa Madame de Stacl, 
he carried in his hand a spray of delleate ferns. 
His hatr is long and Sight, his eyea blue and 
complexion extremely blond; hla Jaws are very 
niagsive and remind one of—well, Oscar Wilde, 
His wholo personality {sso pecullar that he Is 
utterly unlike any one in the world excepting 
his own utterly-utter self. 
ay, the way, do -you recognize this hand- 
writ ng? selecting from her morning budget 
a dainty little letter with the monogram A.P. 
onthe envelope, tho address being written in 
fine Italian caligraphy. ‘This Is from the great- 
est celebrity of all, Adelina Patth What can I 
tell you of her, except that she is the only 
singerInthe world; that ls to say, has the most 
perfect voico. It {aa glorious soprano, with 
afullrange of notes, one not more beautiful 
or stronger than the other; her chest toties are 
like a contralto and her medium volee Wke a fine 
mezzo. She never sang better than at present 
and at her last coucert In New Yoak I asked iny- 
self, ‘Ilas the world ever before produced 60 
feat A cantatrice?’ Her execution is so bril- 
jant and limped that her yolee pours fram her 
throat in one continuous cascade of uaclody, ant 
she sings with such ense and sweetness that Jt 
{aa pleasure to look at her. She dresges superbly, 
and instead of one tollot she treats the*public fo 
twoat cach perforimance, changing her dregs 
regularly between the frat and second parts. 
she is coming to Washington very soon and you 
can allgee and judge for yourselyos.” 

“Miss Roosevelt,” interrupted the reportor, 
“where were you born?" 

“What was Chauncey Depew's version of 
Shakespeare? Some ore born to greatness and 
some are born In Ohia.” 

“Which means, that you were born In Ohio," 

“Precisely, in the year of our Lord-——__—__, 
Gocd morning.” 

Miss Roosevelt makes her Amerlean debut in 
rand opera with Manager trakosch in New 
Orleans, ,where she expects soon to sing “Faust,” 
“La Traviata" and two other operas, “Lt Tra- 
viata’ is Madame Gerster's role, but she bas 
amiably consented to allow Miss Roosevelt to 


appear in It. 
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